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faith in nature, in the common man, and in man's ability to
work out his own good in life. Contrasting with the majesty
of the monarchy, the gayety and luxuriousness of the lives of
the nobility, the brilliancy of society, La Bruyere drew a pic-
ture of " certain wild animals, male and female, scattered over
the fields, black, livid, all burnt by the sun,-bound to the
earth that they dig and work with unconquerable pertinacity;
they have a sort of articulate voice, and when they rise
on their feet, they show a human face, and, in fact, are
men." Quoting this, Morley adds : "There-is no reason to
think that Voltaire ever saw this gaunt and tremendous spec-
tacle. Rousseau was its first voice. Since him the reorganL
zation of the relations of men has never faded from the sight
either of statesmen or philosophers with visions keen enough
to admit to their eyes even what they dreaded and execrated
in their hearts. Voltaire's task was different and preparatory.
It was to make popular the genius and authority of reason."x
But the task of the second half-century, under the leadership
of Rousseau, was to develop a new faith in man, to work out
a new ideal in life, to infuse a new spirit into society, and to
reestablish a basis for religion in man's nature. When we
take the old period and the new, each at its best, we find
a profound difference between them. The same historian
sums up the difference between the attitude of the natural-
istic period and that of the period preceding the Enlighten-
ment as follows: " Faith in a divine power, devout obedience
to its supposed will, hope of ecstatic, unspeakable reward,
these were the springs of the old movement. Undivided
love of our fellows, steadfast faith in human nature, steadfast
search after justice, firm aspiration toward improvement, and
generous contentment in the hope that others may reap what
ever reward may be, these are the springs of the new." 2
One other aspect of this difference between the rationalistic
and the naturalistic movements, between Voltaire and Rous
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